The Report of Pontius Pilate; sent to Tiberius Caesar in Rome

“And amid the terror dead men were
seen rising again, so that the Jews who
saw it said, We beheld Abraham and
Isaac, and Jacob, and the twelve
patriarchs, who died some two
thousand five hundred years before,
and we beheld Noah clearly in the
body.”

Report of Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea; sent to Tiberius Caesar in Rome

To the most potent, august, dreadful, and divine Augustus, Pontius Pilate, administrator of the Eastern
Province.

I HAVE undertaken to communicate to thy goodness by this my writing, though possessed with much
fear and trembling, most excellent king, the present state of affairs, as the result hath shown. For as [ administered
this province, my lord, according to the command of thy serenity, which is one of the eastern cities called
Jerusalem, wherein the temple of the nation of the Jews is erected, all the multitude of the Jews, being assembled,
delivered up to me a certain man called Jesus, bringing many and endless accusations against him; but they
could not convict him in anything. But they had one heresy against him, that he said the sabbath was not their
proper rest.

Now that man wrought many cures and good works: he caused the blind to see, he cleansed lepers, he
raised the dead, he healed paralytics, who could not move at all, but had only voice, and all their bones in their
places; and he gave them strength to walk and run, enjoining it by his word alone. And he did another yet more
mighty work, which had been strange even among our gods, he raised from the dead one Lazarus, who had
been dead four days,commanding by a word alone that the dead man should be raised, when his body was
already corrupted by worms which bred in his wounds. And he commanded the fetid body, which lay in the
grave, to run, and as bridegroom from his chamber so he went forth from his grave, full of sweet perfume. And
some that were grievously afflicted by demons, and had their dwellings in desert places, and devoured the flesh
of their own limbs, and went up and down among creeping things and wild beasts, he caused to dwell in cities

in their own houses, and by a word made them reasonable, and caused to become wise and honorable those
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that were vexed by unclean spirits, and the demons that were in them he sent out into a herd of swine into the
sea and drowned them. Again, another who had a withered hand, and lived in suffering, and had not even the
half of his body sound, he made whole by a word alone.

And a woman who had an issue of blood for a long time, so that because of the discharge all the joints of
her bones were seen and shone through like glass, for all the physicians had dismissed her without hope, and
had not cleansed her, for there was in her no hope of health at all; but once, as Jesus was passing by she
touched from behind the hem of his garments, and in that very hour the strength of her body was restored, and
she was made whole, as if she had no affliction, and began to run fast towards her own city of Paneas. And
these things happened thus: but the Jews reported that Jesus did these things on the sabbath. And I saw that
greater marvels had been wrought by him than by the gods whom we worship. Him then Herod and Archelaus
and Philip, and Annas and Caiaphas, with all the people, delivered up to me, to put him on his trial. And
because many raised a tumult against me, I commanded that he should be crucified.

Now when he was crucified darkness came over all the world; the sun was altogether hidden, and the sky
appeared dark while it was yet day, so that the stars were seen, though still they had their lustre obscured,
wherefore, I suppose your excellency is not unaware that in all the world they lighted their lamps from the sixth
hour until evening. And the moon, which was like blood, did not shine all night long, although it was at the full,
and the stars and Orion made lamentation over the Jews, because of the transgression committed by them.

And on the first day of the week, about the third hour of the night, the sun appeared as it never shone
before, and the whole heaven became bright. And as lightnings come in a storm, so certain men of lofty stature,
in beautiful array, and of indescribable glory, appeared in the air, and a countless host of angels, crying out and
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among men: Come up from Hades, ye who
are in bondage in the depths of Hades. And at their voice all the mountains and hills were moved, and the rocks
were rent, and great chasms were made in the earth, so that the very places of the abyss were visible.

And amid the terror dead men were seen rising again, so that the Jews who saw it said, We beheld
Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob, and the twelve patriarchs, who died some two thousand five hundred years
before, and we beheld Noah clearly in the body. And all the multitude walked about and sang hymns to God
with a loud voice, saying, The Lord our God, who hath risen from the dead, hath made alive all the dead, and
Hades he hath spoiled and slain.

Therefore, my lord king, all that night the light ceased not. But many of the Jews died, and were sunk and
swallowed up in the chasms that night, so that not even their bodies were to be seen. Now [ mean, that those
of the Jews suffered who spake against Jesus. And but one synagogue remained in Jerusalem, for all the
synagogues which had been against Jesus were overwhelmed.

Through that terror, therefore, being amazed and being seized with great trembling, in that very hour,
ordered what had been done by them all to be written, and I have sent it to thy mightiness.'
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