Oath of office for the President of the United States

“I'will ... preserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of'the United States. ...°So help me God!””

Editors Note: The duties of the office of president, and oath of office, are spelled out under Article II of
the Constitution. George Washington as the country’s first president, set the tradition for all future presidents to
follow by adding the words “I swear-so help me God!” after the oath of office or today the words “So help me
God.” The oath is administered typically by the Chief Justice, with the right hand raised and the left on the
Bible. The hand on the Bible and the words “So help me God” makes the oath is binding with God Himself.
Breaking the oath of offices is not only an act of treason it is a sin against God.

“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath, but let
your yes be yes and your no be no, that you may not fall under condemnation.” James 5:12 RSV

“Again you have heard that it was said to the men of old, “You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to
the Lord what you have sworn.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God. ... Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” Matthew 5:33-
34,37 RSV

Noah Webster’s 1828 Dictionary - OATH: A solemn affirmation or declaration, made with an appeal to
God for the truth of what is affirmed. The appeal to God in an oath, implies that the person imprecates his
vengeance and renounces his favor if the declaration is false, or if the declaration is a promise, the person
invokes the vengeance of God if he should fail to fulfill it. A false oath is called perjury.

Oath of the office of President of the United States

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States,

and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect alnd defend the Constitution of the United States. “So



help me God.”

Constitution of the United States : Article 11

Section 1- President: his term of office. Electors of President; number and how appointed. Electors to
vote on same day. Qualification of President. On whom his duties devolve in case of his removal, death, etc.
President's compensation. His oath of office.

1. The Executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold
office during the term of four years, and together with the Vice President, chosen for the same term, be elected
as follows:

2. Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature may direct, a number of electors, equal to
the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no
Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be
appointed an elector. The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for two persons, of
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a list of all
the persons voted for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of Government
ofthe United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence
ofthe Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The
person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such majority, and have an equal
number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for President;
and if no person have a majority, then from the five highest on the list the said House shall in like manner choose
the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation from each
State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the
States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the
President, the person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be the Vice President. But if
there should remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall choose from them by ballot the Vice
President.(The clause in italics was superseded by Amendment XII)

3. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall give
their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the United States.

4. No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the adoption
of'this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office
who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resident within the United
States.

5. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge
the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may
by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice President,
declaring what officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be
removed, or a President shall be elected. (This clause has been modified by Amendment XX and Amendment

XXV)

6. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a compensation, which shall neither be
increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within
that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them.
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7. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath or affirmation:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of the President of the United
States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2 - President to be Commander-in-Chief. He may require opinions of cabinet officers, etc., may
pardon. Treaty-making power. Nomination of certain officers. When President may fill vacancies.

1. The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the
militia of the several States, when called into the actual service of the United States; he may require the opinion,
in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties
of their respective offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the
United States, except in cases of impeachment.

2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided
two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and
all other officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which
shall be established by law: but the Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as they
think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments.

3. The President shall have the power to fill up all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the
Senate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of their next session.

Section 3 - President shall communicate to Congress. He may convene and adjourn Congress, in case of
disagreement, etc. Shall receive ambassadors, execute laws, and commission officers.

He shall from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of the Union, and recommend to
their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions,
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of
adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper; he may receive ambassadors, and
other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the
officers of the United States.

4 - All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes.

The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed from office on
impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

Endnotes:
Constitution of the United States, courtesy of The Avalon Project at Yale Law School, http://www.yale.edu
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When a people lose their history, they lose a part of who they are.
Reclaim your heritage, pass this on to a friend or family member.
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